Toxicology has, from the earliest times, been a branch of medicine which has had a fascinating attraction, for it deals with the action of poisons on the body, and sometimes the toxicologist has been called upon to unravel the hidden mystery of the cause of death in some famous criminal trial, Toxicology has always been a very important branch of medicine because of its relationship to the legal aspects of medicine, and it will always retain this position.
In modern times, toxicology has attained a position of the utmost importance in its relationship to medicine, and has become so closely interwoven with scientific medicine as to form an intimate and inseparable part.
The studies of Pasteur in 1860 formed the foundation of bacteriology, and the development of this branch of pathology has elucidated the cause of many diseases.
It is now recognized that the symptoms of disease are usually due to the development of toxins or poisons in the body. Tlhese poisons are in some cases produced by the entrance into the body of germs from without which by their growth produce toxins, as occurs in pathogenic diseases such as typhoid, tuberculosis, diphtheria, &c., where the invading causal organism is known.
In recent years, the development of the theory of "focal infection" has shown that an important factor in the causation of many pathological conditions, such as chronic rheumatism, gastric and duodenal ulceration, diabetes, &c., is the production of toxins or poisons in the body at some localized focus, such as infected teeth, septic tonsils, infected nasal sinuses, &c.
These toxins, by their distribution into the circulation, may set up some disease in parts of the body far distant from the originating focus of infection.
In other cases, owing to impairment of the function of organs which are of importance in the body economy either for excreting toxic substances or for regulating its metabolism, toxins are produced which give rise to symptoms known as auto-intoxication.
Examples of this are the symptoms of uraemia produced by defective renal 
